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Ridesharing service launched at YTI
A website matches drivers and riders according to their online profiles.
By STEPHANIE REIGHART
Daily Record/Sunday News
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Sara Ober and Noris Reveron are great friends.
They study together at YTI, catch meals together and live only about a block away from each other in Mount Joy.
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Looking at them and listening to them, you'd think they've known each other for years.
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But they met only four months ago through Zimride.
The ridesharing and carpooling website facilitates commuting and long-distance rides across the U.S. and Canada.
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The service also works with universities and corporations to coordinate rides for students and employees.
Similar to Facebook, YTI students can set up a profile as a driver or rider, enter where they are coming from and
when their classes are. The program will email them potential matches.
Ober and Reveron, both culinary arts and restaurant management majors, were matched within a day, Ober said.
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"We never would have met without it," Reveron said.
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Now the friends Facebook message constantly and even go the gym together.
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Ober pays Reveron $5 a day for a seat in her car for the 20-minute ride.
"It's an easy way to save money and time," Ober said. "And it's fun."
To protect the students' privacy, their physical address is not revealed on their profile, said Allison Meckley, director
of student services at YTI in Lancaster. Students put in a nearby cross street where they could be picked up.
The program was launched at all five YTI campuses in
October, Meckley said.
Advertisement
From her computer, she can see how many
students have set up regular rideshares. Lancaster
and York campuses have the most at 5 to 6
percent of the student population.
YTI plans to increase the numbers by incentivizing
the program.
The goal is not to get everyone to carpool, Meckley
said.
"As a rural school, we don't have some of the
problems of larger, urban universities, like parking
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shortages," she said.
But she wants students to consider carpooling
when they need it, like if their car breaks down.
If everyone has a profile, then students can coordinate their own rides when needed. Before Zimride, students had
to go to student services for help, which was time consuming.
"Now students can do it themselves," Meckley said.
Ober and Reveron plan to coordinate rides for the rest of their studies. And will likely remain friends long after.
"You can help others, make friends, save money on gas," Reveron said. "I would definitely recommend it."
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